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What forces were behind Japan's emergence as the first non-Western colonial power at the turn of the
twentieth century? Peter Duus brings a new perspective to Meiji expansionism in this pathbreaking study of
Japan's acquisition of Korea, the largest of its colonial possessions. He shows how Japan's drive for empire
was part of alarger goal to become the economic, diplomatic, and strategic equal of the Western countries
who had imposed a humiliating treaty settlement on the country in the 1850s.

Duus maintains that two separate but interlinked processes, one political/military and the other economic,
propelled Japan's imperialism. Every attempt at increasing Japanese political influence licensed new
opportunities for trade, and each new push for Japanese economic interests buttressed, and sometimes
justified, further political advances. The sword was the servant of the abacus, the abacus the agent of the
sword.

While suggesting that Meiji imperialism shared much with the Western colonial expansion that provided
both model and context, Duus also argues that it was "backward imperialism” shaped by a sense of
inferiority vis-a-vis the West. Along with his detailed diplomatic and economic history, Duus offers a unique
social history that illuminates the motivations and lifestyles of the overseas Japanese of the time, aswell as
the views that contemporary Japanese had of themselves and their fellow Asians.
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From reader reviews:
Robert Johnson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Abacus and the Sword: The Japanese Penetration of
Korea, 1895-1910 (Twentieth Century Japan: The Emergence of aWorld Power). Try to make the book The
Abacus and the Sword: The Japanese Penetration of Korea, 1895-1910 (Twentieth Century Japan: The
Emergence of a World Power) asyour pal. It meansthat it can to get your friend when you really feel aone
and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Y eah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

John Harris:;

The experience that you get from The Abacus and the Sword: The Japanese Penetration of Korea, 1895-1910
(Twentieth Century Japan: The Emergence of a World Power) is the more deep you looking the information
that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard
to know but The Abacus and the Sword: The Japanese Penetration of Korea, 1895-1910 (Twentieth Century
Japan: The Emergence of a World Power) giving you buzz fedling of reading. The writer conveystheir point
in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this book is
well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this kind of The Abacus and the Sword: The Japanese Penetration of Korea, 1895-1910 (Twentieth
Century Japan: The Emergence of aWorld Power) instantly.

Bridget Chacon:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is aset of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve The Abacus and the Sword: The Japanese Penetration of Korea,
1895-1910 (Twentieth Century Japan: The Emergence of a World Power) was filled about science. Spend
your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has several feel
when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to
read a book. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Nancy Williams:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half elements of the book. Y ou can choose often the book The Abacus and the Sword: The
Japanese Penetration of Korea, 1895-1910 (Twentieth Century Japan: The Emergence of a World Power) to



make your own personal reading isinteresting. Y our current skill of reading expertise is developing when
you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression
about book and examining especially. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and go
through it. Beside that the e-book The Abacus and the Sword: The Japanese Penetration of Korea, 1895-1910
(Twentieth Century Japan: The Emergence of a World Power) can to be your brand-new friend when you're
really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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