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The Virgin Mary embodied power rather than maternal tenderness in the Byzantine world. Known as the
Mother of God, she became a guarantor of military victory and hence of imperial authority. In this
pioneering book, Bissera Pentcheva connects the fusion of Marian cult and imperial rule with the powers
assigned to images of this All Holy woman.

Drawing upon a wide range of sources and images, from coins and seals to monumental mosaics, Pentcheva
demonstrates that a fundamental shift in the Byzantine cult—from relics to icons—took place during the late
tenth century. Further, she shows that processions through the city of Constantinople provided the context in
which Marian icons emerged as centerpieces of imperial claims to divine protection.

Pentcheva breaks new ground, contending that devotion to Marian icons should be considered a much later
development than is generally assumed. This new perspective has important implications not only for the
history of imperial ritual but also for understanding the creation of new Marian iconography during the
twelfth and thirteenth centuries.

Centered upon fundamental questions of art, religion, and politics, Icons and Power makes a vital
contribution to the entire field of medieval studies. It will be of interest as well to all those concerned with
the cult of Mary in the Christian traditions of the East and West.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Garza:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Icons and Power: The Mother of God in Byzantium.

Elizabeth Brown:

Icons and Power: The Mother of God in Byzantium can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many
of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Icons and Power: The Mother
of God in Byzantium nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Lloyd Schuler:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Icons and Power: The Mother of God in Byzantium provide you with a new experience in examining a
book.

Robert Long:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By the book Icons and Power: The Mother of God in Byzantium we can take more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the
best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book Icons and Power:
The Mother of God in Byzantium. You can more inviting than now.
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