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Much of the writing of and about the twelfth-century rabbi, philosopher, and theologian Moses Maimonides
is addressed to an elite audience of philosophers and intellectuals. Here, Ralph Lerner's exploration of
Maimonides' popular writings reveals that the education of the common man was one of the great teacher's
chief concerns.

Lerner describes the brilliant and sometimes wily ways in which Maimonides sought to break through the
despair and superstition that gripped the Jewish people's minds, without sacrificing the dignity and core of
his message. These writings--presented here in uncommonly accurate, mostly new translations--also reveal
that Maimonides was willing to risk the scorn of his contemporaries to enlighten both his own and future
generations. By addressing the writings of Maimonides' disciples, including Shem Tov ben Joseph Ibn
Falaquera in the mid-thirteenth century and Joseph Albo in the fifteenth century, Lerner shows how this
technique was passed on.

In striking contrast to the Enlightenment of the eighteenth century, Maimonides' enlightenment is premised
on the inequality of understandings and other differences between the elite and the common people. Instead
of scorning the past, Lerner shows, Maimonides' enlightenment invests it with a new and ennobling dignity.
A valuable reference for students of political philosophy and Jewish studies, Lerner's elegantly written book
also brings to life the richness and relevance of medieval Jewish thought for all those interested in the Jewish
tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Shawna Vaughn:

The book Maimonides' Empire of Light: Popular Enlightenment in an Age of Belief can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
a good thing like a book Maimonides' Empire of Light: Popular Enlightenment in an Age of Belief? A few of
you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It
is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that,
you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Maimonides' Empire of Light: Popular
Enlightenment in an Age of Belief has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function
for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Lisa Yates:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Maimonides' Empire of Light: Popular Enlightenment in an Age of Belief, you may tells your family, friends
in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
guide.

Tony Sanford:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book has
a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Maimonides'
Empire of Light: Popular Enlightenment in an Age of Belief provide you with a new experience in looking at
a book.

Courtney Osteen:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By
the book Maimonides' Empire of Light: Popular Enlightenment in an Age of Belief we can acquire more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Just simply



choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book
Maimonides' Empire of Light: Popular Enlightenment in an Age of Belief. You can more attractive than
now.
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