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Between the Civil War and World War II, Catholic charities evolved from volunteer and local origins into a
centralized and professionally trained workforce that played a prominent role in the development of
American welfare. Dorothy Brown and Elizabeth McKeown document the extraordinary efforts of Catholic
volunteers to care for Catholic families and resist Protestant and state intrusions at the local level, and they
show how these initiatives provided the foundation for the development of the largest private system of
social provision in the United States.

It is a story tightly interwoven with local, national, and religious politics that began with the steady influx of
poor Catholic immigrants into urban centers. Supported by lay organizations and by sympathetic supporters
in city and state politics, religious women operated foundling homes, orphanages, protectories, reformatories,
and foster care programs for the children of the Catholic poor in New York City and in urban centers around
the country.

When pressure from reform campaigns challenged Catholic child care practices in the first decades of the
twentieth century, Catholic charities underwent a significant transformation, coming under central diocesan
control and growing increasingly reliant on the services of professional social workers. And as the
Depression brought nationwide poverty and an overwhelming need for public solutions, Catholic charities
faced a staggering challenge to their traditional claim to stewardship of the poor. In their compelling account,
Brown and McKeown add an important dimension to our understanding of the transition from private to state
social welfare.
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From reader reviews:

Maureen Perdue:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Poor Belong to Us: Catholic Charities and American
Welfare. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how
is important a book The Poor Belong to Us: Catholic Charities and American Welfare. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go
to the library. Let's go through.

Richard Davy:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book The Poor Belong to Us: Catholic Charities and
American Welfare seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book The Poor Belong to Us: Catholic Charities and
American Welfare is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you really
feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all
the book The Poor Belong to Us: Catholic Charities and American Welfare. You never experience lose out
for everything if you read some books.

Paul Douglas:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject The Poor Belong to
Us: Catholic Charities and American Welfare suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer
in this era. The particular book untitled The Poor Belong to Us: Catholic Charities and American Welfareis
the main of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in
the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve.
This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Melvin Smith:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Poor Belong to Us: Catholic Charities
and American Welfare can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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