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Must judges be trained as lawyers in order to be effective in office, or can nonlawyers serve equally well?
This question has long provoked controversy among lawyers, judges, legislators, and the public. In her
empirical study of the place of the nonlawyer judge in the American legal system, Doris Marie Provine
concludes that, despite the opposition of the legal profession to nonlawyer judges, they are as competent as
lawyers in carrying out judicial duties in courts of limited jurisdiction.

Provine presents a persuasive argument that the case against nonlawyer judges has been weighted in favor of
the professional interests of lawyers, not public concerns. Her examination reveals as much about the
presuppositions of legal professionals as it does about the competency of nonlawyer judges to old judicial
office. To substantiate her claims, Provine has conducted the most comprehensive survey of nonlawyer and
lawyer judges yet undertaken, augmenting this material with court observations and extensive interviews of
judges. She integrates the results of this survey into the historical context of the lay versus lawyer judge
debate, showing how the legally trained judge came to predominate in the American judicial system and
analyzing in detail the campaign both in and out of the courts to make legal training a prerequisite for being a
judge. Ultimately, Provine suggests, Americans are too committed to the significance of credentials and to
the legal profession's vision of the judicial process to respond very favorably to nonlawyer judges, however
well they might perform.

Judging Credentials will force lawyers, judges, scholars, and the public to reconsider the role nonlawyer
judges play in the American judicial system. Provine's provocative views and exhaustive research adds new
dimensions to our understanding of the ethics of professionalism and its consequences.
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From reader reviews:

Karl Harms:

The book Judging Credentials: Nonlawyer Judges and the Politics of Professionalism make one feel enjoy
for your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
examining a book Judging Credentials: Nonlawyer Judges and the Politics of Professionalism to be your
habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about
a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a book Judging
Credentials: Nonlawyer Judges and the Politics of Professionalism. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Ryan Wysocki:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a person
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Judging Credentials: Nonlawyer Judges and the
Politics of Professionalism is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Peggy Ross:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Judging Credentials: Nonlawyer
Judges and the Politics of Professionalism that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all
of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick Judging Credentials: Nonlawyer
Judges and the Politics of Professionalism become your own personal starter.

Samuel Rascon:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Judging Credentials: Nonlawyer Judges and the Politics of Professionalism will give you a new
experience in studying a book.
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