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The weapon of pedants, the scourge of undergraduates, the bête noire of the “new” liberated scholar: the
lowly footnote, long the refuge of the minor and the marginal, emerges in this book as a singular resource,
with a surprising history that says volumes about the evolution of modern scholarship. In Anthony Grafton’s
engrossing account, footnotes to history give way to footnotes as history, recounting in their subtle way the
curious story of the progress of knowledge in written form. Grafton treats the development of the
footnote?the one form of proof normally supplied by historians in support of their assertions?as writers on
science have long treated the development of laboratory equipment, statistical arguments, and reports on
experiments: as a complex story, rich in human interest, that sheds light on the status of history as art, as
science, and as an institution. The book starts in the Berlin of the brilliant nineteenth-century historian
Leopold von Ranke, who is often credited with inventing documented history in its modern form. Casting
back to antiquity and forward to the twentieth century, Grafton’s investigation exposes Ranke’s position as a
far more ambiguous one and offers us a rich vision of the true origins and gradual triumph of the footnote.
Among the protagonists of this story are Athanasius Kircher, who built numerous documents into his
spectacularly speculative treatises on ancient Egypt and China; Pierre Bayle, who made the footnote a
powerful tool in philosophical and historical polemics; and Edward Gibbon, who transformed it into a high
form of literary artistry. Proceeding with the spirit of an intellectual mystery and peppered with intriguing
and revealing remarks by those who “made” this history, The Footnote brings what is so often relegated to
afterthought and marginalia to its rightful place in the center of the literary life of the mind.
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From reader reviews:

Marjorie Wright:

The book The Footnote: A Curious History can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book The Footnote: A
Curious History? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give
many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts
that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Footnote: A
Curious History has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear
the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Perry Payne:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get wide range of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
is usually The Footnote: A Curious History.

Philip Cooper:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Footnote: A Curious History
publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty The Footnote: A Curious History as good book not
just by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do
you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

John Johnson:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book The
Footnote: A Curious History. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might
add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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