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The presidio was as essential an element of Spanish civilization in the Mexican North and the American
Southwest as the communities it was established to protect-missions, settlements, mines, and ranches. A
fortified outpost in hostile Indian country, it not only assured Spanish occupation and retention of that vast
region but also participated in its development.

The presidio was first and foremost a garrisoned fort presiding over a military district. It was most often
situated strategically in hostile terrain, forming an enclave of Spanish civilization and Christianity in an alien
and "pagan" surrounding, as was its prototype in Spanish Morocco.

Militarily the presidio played a role that the United States Army fort was later to assume in the West. But in
its other functions as market center, sanctuary, social unit, religious outpost, and administrative seat, it had
an impact on the frontier that was much more than military.

The Presidio is the first full account of this important aspect of the Spanish dominion in the New World. The
author spent many years in the United States, Mexico, and Spain, searching out the sites of the presidios-
most of which have now crumbled to dust. In Spain he discovered detailed plans of many of them, which are
included in the book.

This is an indispensable work for every historian of the West and Mexico.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Coolidge:

This The Presidio: Bastion of the Spanish Borderlands book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This particular The Presidio: Bastion of the Spanish Borderlands without we understand teach the one who
reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry The Presidio: Bastion of the
Spanish Borderlands can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Presidio: Bastion of the Spanish
Borderlands having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Jeffrey Dominguez:

The actual book The Presidio: Bastion of the Spanish Borderlands has a lot details on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
looking over this book.

May Chapa:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Presidio: Bastion of the Spanish
Borderlands e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism The Presidio:
Bastion of the Spanish Borderlands as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This
is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to
an additional sixth sense.

George Hoffman:

Beside this kind of The Presidio: Bastion of the Spanish Borderlands in your phone, it may give you a way to
get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from
your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have The Presidio: Bastion of the Spanish Borderlands because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not
happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from right now!
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