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In late sixteenth-century Venice, nearly 60 percent of all patrician women joined convents, and only a
minority of these women did so voluntarily. In trying to explain why unprecedented numbers of patrician
women did not marry, historians have claimed that dowries became too expensive. However, Jutta Gisela
Sperling debunks this myth and argues that the rise of forced vocations happened within the context of
aristocratic culture and society.

Sperling explains how women were not allowed to marry beneath their social status while men could,
especially if their brides were wealthy. Faced with a shortage of suitable partners, patrician women were
forced to offer themselves as "a gift not only to God, but to their fatherland," as Patriarch Giovanni Tiepolo
told the Senate of Venice in 1619. Noting the declining birth rate among patrician women, Sperling explores
the paradox of a marriage system that preserved the nobility at the price of its physical extinction. And on a
more individual level, she tells the fascinating stories of these women. Some became scholars or advocates
of women's rights, some took lovers, and others escaped only to survive as servants, prostitutes, or thieves.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Roberts:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want sense happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Convents and
the Body Politic in Late Renaissance Venice (Women in Culture and Society) is kind of publication which is
giving the reader capricious experience.

Paul Blecha:

This Convents and the Body Politic in Late Renaissance Venice (Women in Culture and Society) usually are
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Convents and the
Body Politic in Late Renaissance Venice (Women in Culture and Society) can be on the list of great books
you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information
that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place
and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Convents and the Body Politic in
Late Renaissance Venice (Women in Culture and Society) giving you an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have
it appreciate reading.

Ramon Jeter:

The book untitled Convents and the Body Politic in Late Renaissance Venice (Women in Culture and
Society) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method.
The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item.
The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can
actually read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice read.

Elizabeth Rivera:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Convents and the Body



Politic in Late Renaissance Venice (Women in Culture and Society).
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