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For over eight hundred years, philosophers—men and women—who called themselves Cynics, literally
"dogs" in their language, roamed the streets and byways of the Hellenistic world, teaching strange ideas and
practicing a bizarre way of life. Among them, the most important and distinctive was Diogenes of Sinope,
who became the archetype of Classical Cynicism. In this comprehensive, thoroughly researched, and
engaging book, philosopher Luis E. Navia undertakes the task of reconstructing Diogenes’ life and extracting
from him lessons that are valuable in our time.

The book is divided into five chapters. Chapter 1 provides a biographical sketch of Diogenes constructed on
the basis of ancient testimonies. In Chapter 2, the practice of Cynicism, as exemplified by Diogenes, is
elucidated. This "war against the world," as Navia describes it, especially the rhetoric of Cynicism, was the
primary medium used by the Cynics to convey their message. Chapter 3 clarifies the roots and basis of the
Cynic metamorphosis, that is, the process by which Diogenes transformed himself into a dog. This process
involves complex psychological, sociological, and philosophical factors, chief among which was Socrates’
influence on Diogenes through the agency of Antisthenes. Chapter 4 reconstructs the philosophy of Diogenes
by identifying twelve principles of his thought. In Chapter 5, the influence of Diogenes is discussed. Navia
emphasizes the vast difference between Diogenes’ ideas and style of life on the one hand and, on the other,
what is nowadays called cynicism.

The book provides abundant references to ancient testimonies and modern scholarship. It includes an
extensively annotated translation of Diogenes Laertius’s biography of Diogenes and a comprehensive
bibliography.
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From reader reviews:

David Russell:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you will require this Diogenes The Cynic: The War Against The World.

Jeffery Bruce:

Diogenes The Cynic: The War Against The World can be one of your beginning books that are good idea.
We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Diogenes The Cynic: The
War Against The World but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial thinking.

Gregory Polster:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Diogenes The Cynic: The War Against The World offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Jason Braden:

Beside this specific Diogenes The Cynic: The War Against The World in your phone, it may give you a way
to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh
through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good
thing to have Diogenes The Cynic: The War Against The World because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this
book and read it from currently!
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