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From French Physiocrat theories of the blood-like circulation of wealth to Adam Smith's "invisible hand" of
the market, the body has played a crucial role in Western perceptions of the economic. In Renaissance
culture, however, the dominant bodily metaphors for national wealth and economy were derived from the
relatively new language of infectious disease. Whereas traditional Galenic medicine had understood illness
as a state of imbalance within the body, early modern writers increasingly reimagined disease as an invasive
foreign agent. The rapid rise of global trade in the sixteenth century, and the resulting migrations of people,
money, and commodities across national borders, contributed to this growing pathologization of the foreign;
conversely, the new trade-inflected vocabularies of disease helped writers to represent the contours of
national and global economies.

Grounded in scrupulous analyses of cultural and economic history, Sick Economies: Drama, Mercantilism,
and Disease in Shakespeare's England teases out the double helix of the pathological and the economic in
two seemingly disparate spheres of early modern textual production: drama and mercantilist writing. Of
particular interest to this study are the ways English playwrights, such as Shakespeare, Jonson, Heywood,
Massinger, and Middleton, and mercantilists, such as Malynes, Milles, Misselden, and Mun, rooted their
conceptions of national economy in the language of disease. Some of these diseases—syphilis, taint, canker,
plague, hepatitis—have subsequently lost their economic connotations; others—most notably
consumption—remain integral to the modern economic lexicon but have by and large shed their pathological
senses.

Breaking new ground by analyzing English mercantilism primarily as a discursive rather than an ideological
or economic system, Sick Economies provides a compelling history of how, even in our own time, defenses
of transnational economy have paradoxically pathologized the foreign. In the process, Jonathan Gil Harris
argues that what we now regard as the discrete sphere of the economic cannot be disentangled from
seemingly unrelated domains of Renaissance culture, especially medicine and the theater.
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From reader reviews:

Dedra Clark:

Here thing why this kind of Sick Economies: Drama, Mercantilism, and Disease in Shakespeare's England
are different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the
content of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Sick Economies: Drama,
Mercantilism, and Disease in Shakespeare's England giving you information deeper since different ways,
you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with Sick Economies: Drama,
Mercantilism, and Disease in Shakespeare's England. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can
actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Sick Economies: Drama, Mercantilism, and
Disease in Shakespeare's England in e-book can be your choice.

Kenneth Hoy:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write
about the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this Sick
Economies: Drama, Mercantilism, and Disease in Shakespeare's England.

Zoe Harris:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Sick Economies: Drama, Mercantilism, and Disease in Shakespeare's England provide you with
new experience in examining a book.

Damian Woodward:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of
book Sick Economies: Drama, Mercantilism, and Disease in Shakespeare's England. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to



read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other
place.
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