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The politics of legitimacy is central to international relations. When states perceive an international
organization as legitimate, they defer to it, associate themselves with it, and invoke its symbols. Examining
the United Nations Security Council, Ian Hurd demonstrates how legitimacy is created, used, and contested
in international relations. The Council's authority depends on its legitimacy, and therefore its legitimation
and delegitimation are of the highest importance to states.

Through an examination of the politics of the Security Council, including the Iraq invasion and the
negotiating history of the United Nations Charter, Hurd shows that when states use the Council's legitimacy
for their own purposes, they reaffirm its stature and find themselves contributing to its authority. Case
studies of the Libyan sanctions, peacekeeping efforts, and the symbolic politics of the Council demonstrate
how the legitimacy of the Council shapes world politics and how legitimated authority can be transferred
from states to international organizations. With authority shared between states and other institutions, the
interstate system is not a realm of anarchy. Sovereignty is distributed among institutions that have power
because they are perceived as legitimate.

This book's innovative approach to international organizations and international relations theory lends new
insight into interactions between sovereign states and the United Nations, and between legitimacy and the
exercise of power in international relations.
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From reader reviews:

Ray Ellis:

The book After Anarchy: Legitimacy and Power in the United Nations Security Council give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make looking at a book After Anarchy: Legitimacy and Power in the United Nations Security Council to be
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a guide After Anarchy: Legitimacy and
Power in the United Nations Security Council. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Odis Hillyard:

The book After Anarchy: Legitimacy and Power in the United Nations Security Council can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book
After Anarchy: Legitimacy and Power in the United Nations Security Council? A number of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible
to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book After Anarchy: Legitimacy and Power in the
United Nations Security Council has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Michelle Fulk:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more
time to be read. After Anarchy: Legitimacy and Power in the United Nations Security Council can be your
answer as it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Rachel Glidewell:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and After Anarchy: Legitimacy and Power in the
United Nations Security Council as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know
how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher
or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other
case, beside science guide, any other book likes After Anarchy: Legitimacy and Power in the United Nations
Security Council to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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