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Setting out to recover the roots of modernity in the boulevards, interiors, and arcades of the "city of light,"
Walter Benjamin dubbed Paris "the capital of the nineteenth century.” In this eagerly anticipated sequel to
his acclaimed Coasts of Bohemia: A Czech History, Derek Sayer argues that Prague could well be seen asthe
capital of the much darker twentieth century. Ranging across twentieth-century Prague's astonishingly
vibrant and always surprising human landscape, thisrichly illustrated cultural history describes how the city
has experienced (and suffered) more ways of being modern than perhaps any other metropolis.

Located at the crossroads of struggles between democratic, communist, and fascist visions of the modern
world, twentieth-century Prague witnessed revolutions and invasions, national liberation and ethnic
cleansing, the Holocaust, show trials, and snuffed-out dreams of "socialism with a human face." Y et between
the wars, when Prague was the capital of Europe's most easterly parliamentary democracy, it was also a
hotbed of artistic and architectural modernism, and a center of surrealism second only to Paris.

Focusing on these years, Sayer explores Prague's spectacular modern buildings, monuments, paintings,
books, films, operas, exhibitions, and much more. A place where the utopian fantasies of the century
repeatedly unraveled, Prague was tailor-made for surrealist André Breton's "black humor," and Sayer
discusses the way the city produced unrivaled connoisseurs of grim comedy, from Franz Kafka and Jaroslav
Hasek to Milan Kundera and Véaclav Havel. A masterful and unforgettable account of acity where anidling
flaneur could just as easily be a secret policeman, this book vividly shows why Prague can teach us so much
about the twentieth century and what made us who we are.
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From reader reviews:
Andrew Fox:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Prague, Capital of the Twentieth Century: A Surrealist
History. Y ou can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Aslong as we know about how is
important any book Prague, Capital of the Twentieth Century: A Surrealist History. Y ou can add know-how
and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book aswell as searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Marie Clayton:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may
doesn't work thisis difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Prague, Capital of the Twentieth Century: A Surrealist
History why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint
an individual. Theinside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading sixth sense
will directly direct you to pick up this book.

L oren Benton:

Y ou are able to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Prague, Capital of the
Twentieth Century: A Surrealist History is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as
well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are alot
of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Donald Sigman:

Asascholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to thelibrary or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pictureson there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
Aswe know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore, this Prague, Capital of the Twentieth Century: A Surrealist History can make
you truly feel more interested to read.
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