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An intricate text filled to the brim with connotations of desire, home, and childhood—nests, food, beds,
birds, fairies, bits of string, ribbon, goodnight kisses, appetites sated and denied—Reading Boyishly is a story
of mothers and sons, loss and longing, writing and photography. In this homage to four boyish men and one
boy—J. M. Barrie, Roland Barthes, Marcel Proust, D. W. Winnicott, and the young photographer Jacques
Henri Lartigue—Carol Mavor embraces what some have anxiously labeled an over-attachment to the
mother. Here, the maternal is a cord (unsevered) to the night-light of boyish reading.

To “read boyishly” is to covet the mother’s body as a home both lost and never lost, to desire her as only a
son can, as only a body that longs for, but will never become Mother, can. Nostalgia (from the Greek nostos
= return to native land, and algos = suffering or grief) is at the heart of the labor of boyish reading, which
suffers in its love affair with the mother. The writers and the photographer that Mavor lovingly considers are
boyish readers par excellence: Barrie, creator of Peter Pan, the boy who refused to grow up; Barthes, the
“professor of desire” who lived with or near his mother until her death; Proust, the modernist master of
nostalgia; Winnicott, therapist to “good enough” mothers; and Lartigue, the child photographer whose
images invoke ghostlike memories of a past that is at once comforting and painful.

Drawing attention to the interplay between writing and vision, Reading Boyishly is stuffed full with more
than 200 images. At once delicate and powerful, the book is a meditation on the threads that unite mothers
and sons and on the writers and artists who create from those threads art that captures an irretrievable past.
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From reader reviews:

Nellie Ferguson:

Precisely why? Because this Reading Boyishly: Roland Barthes, J. M. Barrie, Jacques Henri Lartigue,
Marcel Proust, and D. W. Winnicott is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you
to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic
author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than
the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to
hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

James Jackson:

Reading Boyishly: Roland Barthes, J. M. Barrie, Jacques Henri Lartigue, Marcel Proust, and D. W.
Winnicott can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this
guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing Reading Boyishly: Roland Barthes, J. M. Barrie, Jacques Henri Lartigue,
Marcel Proust, and D. W. Winnicott yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition
to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could
drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Guadalupe Leatherman:

The book untitled Reading Boyishly: Roland Barthes, J. M. Barrie, Jacques Henri Lartigue, Marcel Proust,
and D. W. Winnicott contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the
idea. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. It
is easy to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the
book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and
order it. Have a nice learn.

Kurt Bohnert:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in the
top list in your reading list is definitely Reading Boyishly: Roland Barthes, J. M. Barrie, Jacques Henri
Lartigue, Marcel Proust, and D. W. Winnicott. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get
you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many



advantages.
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