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“Crack shot.” “Enigma woman.” “Good with ponies and pistols.” “A much-married woman.”
What if such an unconventional woman—and the press unanimously agreed that Nellie May Madison was
indeed unconventional—were to get away with murder? Shortly after her husband’s bullet-riddled body was
found in the couple’s Burbank apartment, police issued an all-points bulletin for the “beautiful, dark-haired
widow.” The ensuing drama unfolded with all the twists and turns of a noir crime novel.  
 
In this intriguing cultural history, Kathleen A. Cairns tells the tale of Nellie May Madison, the first woman
on Death Row in California. Her story offers a glimpse into law and disorder in 1930s Los Angeles while
bringing to life a remarkable character whose plight reflects on the status of women, the workings of the
media and the judiciary system, and the stratification of society in her time. Cairns’s re-creation of the case
from murder to trial to aftermath also casts an eye forward to our own love-hate affair with celebrity crimes
and our abiding ambivalence about domestic violence as a defense for murder.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Howard:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The Enigma Woman: The Death Sentence of Nellie May Madison
(Women in the West). Try to the actual book The Enigma Woman: The Death Sentence of Nellie May
Madison (Women in the West) as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense
alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So ,
we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Mark Maney:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if
you want feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the The
Enigma Woman: The Death Sentence of Nellie May Madison (Women in the West) is kind of book which is
giving the reader unstable experience.

Iris Robertson:

This The Enigma Woman: The Death Sentence of Nellie May Madison (Women in the West) is great
publication for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with
world and have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate
word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole
info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information
with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Enigma Woman: The Death Sentence of Nellie May
Madison (Women in the West) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous
one. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this guide
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Gayle Skinner:

Beside this particular The Enigma Woman: The Death Sentence of Nellie May Madison (Women in the
West) in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and
the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Enigma Woman: The Death Sentence of Nellie May
Madison (Women in the West) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you



oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if
you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from at this point!
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