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Making policy is what governments do, but there are some fascinating and hotly debated issues associated
with how government decisions get made in the interests of the people. The concept and practice of
evidence-based policy-making insists that properly developed public policy draws on the best available
evidence. This book considers how governments in Canada have historically interacted with research and
what directions these interactions may take in the future.

The goal of government making decisions based on information collected in a scientific (or at least
methodical and unbiased) manner goes back to the eighteenth-century Enlightenment. Given recent advances
in the accumulation of such evidence, however, creating evidence-based policy has become an increasingly
complex process. The ongoing generation of new knowledge continues to increase both the number and
variety of potential policy issues and challenges. This process is often juxtaposed with "opinion-based"
policy-making-a selective use of evidence or a reflection of the untested views of individuals or groups. In
fact, the role of evidence in policy-making takes us to the very heart of the democratic process. Many victims
of crime want longer prison sentences for criminals, but research shows that this is expensive and largely
ineffective. To what extent should opinion be allowed to undermine the primacy of evidence? And other
issues, such as the existing cultural and institutional challenges to evidence-based policy-making, are also
considered across a range of disciplines.

This collection considers these issues in the Canadian context, from the path knowledge travels via policy
advisory systems and research-brokering organizations like the Fraser Institute, the CD Howe Institute, and
the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, to specific areas of policy including education, crime, tax,
poverty, and environment. Contributors, leading scholars in their fields (a number of whom are also former
senior civil servants), explore the evolution and practice of evidence-based policy-making in Canada and
look forward to ways in which government decision-making could be improved.
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From reader reviews:

John Pasko:

Precisely why? Because this The Evolution of Evidence-Based Policy-Making in Canada is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to
the e-book store hurriedly.

Louis Hartford:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer can be The Evolution of Evidence-Based Policy-Making in Canada why
because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct
you to pick up this book.

Donna Muniz:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Evolution of Evidence-Based Policy-
Making in Canada can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the
others?

Teresa White:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of
the books in the top list in your reading list is actually The Evolution of Evidence-Based Policy-Making in
Canada. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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