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In Why Lyrics Last, the internationally acclaimed critic Brian Boyd turns an evolutionary lens on the subject
of lyric verse. He finds that lyric making, though it presents no advantages for the species in terms of
survival and reproduction, is “universal across cultures because it fits constraints of the human mind.” An
evolutionary perspective? especially when coupled with insights from aesthetics and literary history?has
much to tell us about both verse and the lyrical impulse.

Boyd places the writing of lyrical verse within the human disposition “to play with pattern,” and in an
extended example he uncovers the many patterns to be found within Shakespeare’s Sonnets. Shakespeare’s
bid for readership is unlike that of any sonneteer before him: he deliberately avoids all narrative, choosing to
maximize the openness of the lyric and demonstrating the power that verse can have when liberated of story.

In eschewing narrative, Shakespeare plays freely with patterns of other kinds: words, images, sounds,
structures; emotions and moods; argument and analogy; and natural rhythms, in daily, seasonal, and life
cycles. In the originality of his stratagems, and in their sheer number and variety, both within and between
sonnets, Shakespeare outdoes all competitors. A reading of the Sonnets informed by evolution is primed to
attend to these complexities and better able to appreciate Shakespeare’s remarkable gambit for immortal
fame.
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From reader reviews:

William Stewart:

This Why Lyrics Last: Evolution, Cognition, and Shakespeare's Sonnets book is absolutely not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot
of information you will get. This particular Why Lyrics Last: Evolution, Cognition, and Shakespeare's
Sonnets without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't become worry Why Lyrics Last: Evolution, Cognition, and Shakespeare's Sonnets can bring
once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with
your lovely laptop even telephone. This Why Lyrics Last: Evolution, Cognition, and Shakespeare's Sonnets
having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Jodi Harper:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Why Lyrics Last: Evolution,
Cognition, and Shakespeare's Sonnets publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation
Why Lyrics Last: Evolution, Cognition, and Shakespeare's Sonnets as good book not just by the cover but
also through the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Devin Glass:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Why Lyrics Last: Evolution,
Cognition, and Shakespeare's Sonnets.

Wilda Baeza:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. Within
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
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