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A gentle maiden aunt who has been victimized for years unexpectedly retaliates through her talent for
making life-sized dolls filled with honey. “The Youngest Doll,” based on a family anecdote, is a stunning
literary expression of Rosario Ferré’s feminist and social concerns. It is the premier story in a collection that
was originally published in Spanish in 1976 as Papeles de Pandora and is now translated into English by the
author. The daughter of a former governor of Puerto Rico, Ferré portrays women loosening the constraints
that have bound them to a patriarchal culture. Anger takes creative rather than polemical form in ten stories
that started Ferré on her way to becoming a leading woman writer in Latin America.

The upper-middle-class women in The Youngest Doll, mostly married to macho men, rebel against their doll-
like existence or retreat into fantasy, those without money or the right skin color are even more oppressed. In
terms of power and influence, these women stand in the same relation to men as Puerto Rico itself does to
the United States, and Ferré stretches artistic boundaries in writing about their situation. The stories, moving
from the realistic to the nightmarish, are deeply, felt, full of irony and black humor, often experimental in
form. The imagery is striking: an architect dreams about a beautiful bridge that “would open and close its
arches like alligators making love”; a Mercedes Benz “shines in the dark like a chromium rhinoceros.” One
story, “The Sleeping Beauty,” is a collage of letters, announcements, and photo captions that allows chilling
conclusions to be drawn from what is not written. The collection includes Ferré’s discussion of “When
Women Love Men,” a story about a prostitute and a society lady who unite in order to survive, and one that
illustrates the woman writer’s “art of dissembling anger through irony.” In closing, she considers how her
experience as a Latin American woman with ties to the United States has brought to her writing a dual
cultural perspective.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Dickens:

Within other case, little persons like to read book The Youngest Doll (Latin American Women Writers). You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book
The Youngest Doll (Latin American Women Writers). You can add know-how and of course you can around
the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country
right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Marylou Standley:

The ability that you get from The Youngest Doll (Latin American Women Writers) will be the more deep
you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but The Youngest Doll (Latin American Women Writers)
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can
go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that The Youngest Doll
(Latin American Women Writers) instantly.

Bruce Smith:

The guide with title The Youngest Doll (Latin American Women Writers) includes a lot of information that
you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise
the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the syndication.
You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Faye Michaels:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
spirit or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to at this time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not
important, boring and also can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very
important for you. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Youngest Doll (Latin American Women Writers)
can make you experience more interested to read.
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