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Rarely have women found their place in the chronicles of Sicily's thirty-century history. Here one of Sicily's
most popular historians introduces seventeen women of varied backgrounds who defied convention to make
their mark in the annals of the complex history of the world's most conquered island.

Meet a timeless sisterhood of pious Roman maidens, steadfast Sicilian queens, and a Jewish mother who
confronted the horrors of the Inquisition. Theirs are inspiring stories of the courage of conviction bursting
forth to overcome the challenges of adversity. The lengthier ten biographies constitute full chapters, while
seven are concise sketches of a few paragraphs each.

In addition to these profiles - most of these women lived before 1500 - the author presents a general survey
and chronology of Sicilian history. Significantly, the book treats Sicily as the sovereign nation most of these
women knew, and not as a 'region' of the unified Italy or a tiny piece of Europe. The chronology (timeline)
reaches into the present century, and there's an appendix dedicated to Sicilian women today.

Until now, biographies of Sicilian women written in English (as the original language) have been the work of
foreign authors. This one is a milestone, the first book about the historical women of Sicily written in
English by a Sicilian woman in Sicily. It reflects a special passion and an astute understanding of its subject.

Some of the information is the result of original (scholarly) research, and a few facts were garnered from
unique sources. The chapter on Queen Maria Sophia of the Two Sicilies, who died in 1925, is the lengthiest
treatment of her ever published in English, and it was based in part on an unpublished interview with
somebody who knew the Queen, namely her niece, the late Princess Urraca. Living links of this kind are
precious in historical writing.

While the concise overview of the status of women in twenty-first century Sicily is provided merely for the
benefit of readers who wish to compare the past and present, the pages dedicated to that topic are a rare
occurrence in book publishing, especially in English. Here the author's statements are based on facts and
statistics rather than anecdotes or stereotypes. It is clear that she knows her subject.

With its chronology and reading list, this volume is useful as a reference, but its narrative makes for an
interesting read. 

Jackie Alio is an insightful author, one of Sicily's most talented historians, and this book was long overdue.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Frey:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Women of Sicily: Saints, Queens and Rebels
will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every little
thing. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun.
Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Daniel Reynolds:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Women of Sicily:
Saints, Queens and Rebels suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The
particular book untitled Women of Sicily: Saints, Queens and Rebelsis the main of several books that
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a
wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this
book.

Jennifer Bryan:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this Women of Sicily: Saints, Queens and Rebels, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

James Fitzpatrick:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Women of Sicily: Saints, Queens and Rebels was
bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Women of Sicily: Saints,
Queens and Rebels has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be
make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your
needs and try to like reading which.
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