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Here Ireland's premier economic historian and one of the leading authorities on the Great Irish Famine
examines the most lethal natural disaster to strike Europe in the nineteenth century. Between the mid-
eighteenth and early-nineteenth centuries, the food source that we still call the Irish potato had allowed the
fastest population growth in the whole of Western Europe. As vividly described in Ó Gráda's new work, the
advent of the blight phytophthora infestans transformed the potato from an emblem of utility to a symbol of
death by starvation. The Irish famine peaked in Black '47, but it brought misery and increased mortality to
Ireland for several years.

Central to Irish and British history, European demography, the world history of famines, and the story of
American immigration, the Great Irish Famine is presented here from a variety of new perspectives. Moving
away from the traditional narrative historical approach to the catastrophe, Ó Gráda concentrates instead on
fresh insights available through interdisciplinary and comparative methods. He highlights several economic
and sociological features of the famine previously neglected in the literature, such as the part played by
traders and markets, by medical science, and by migration. Other topics include how the Irish climate,
usually hospitable to the potato, exacerbated the failure of the crops in 1845-1847, and the controversial
issue of Britain's failure to provide adequate relief to the dying Irish.

Ó Gráda also examines the impact on urban Dublin of what was mainly a rural disaster and offers a critical
analysis of the famine as represented in folk memory and tradition.

The broad scope of this book is matched by its remarkable range of sources, published and archival. The
book will be the starting point for all future research into the Irish famine.
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From reader reviews:

Glen Hoffman:

This Black '47 and Beyond: The Great Irish Famine in History, Economy, and Memory (The Princeton
Economic History of the Western World) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That Black '47 and
Beyond: The Great Irish Famine in History, Economy, and Memory (The Princeton Economic History of the
Western World) without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Black '47 and Beyond: The Great Irish Famine in History, Economy, and
Memory (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) can bring any time you are and not make
your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell
phone. This Black '47 and Beyond: The Great Irish Famine in History, Economy, and Memory (The
Princeton Economic History of the Western World) having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Travis Hargrove:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is usually
Black '47 and Beyond: The Great Irish Famine in History, Economy, and Memory (The Princeton Economic
History of the Western World).

Norma Ochoa:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This particular Black '47 and Beyond: The Great Irish Famine in History,
Economy, and Memory (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) can give you a lot of pals
because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an
interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer
you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Black '47 and Beyond: The Great Irish Famine in History,
Economy, and Memory (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World).

Florinda Redfern:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their



pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Black '47 and Beyond: The Great Irish Famine in History, Economy, and
Memory (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) can make you feel more interested to read.
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