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Decision making is a critical element in the field of medicine that can lead to life-or-death outcomes, yet it is
an element fraught with complex and conflicting variables, diagnostic and therapeutic uncertainties, patient
preferences and values, and costs. Together, decisions made by physicians, patients, insurers, and
policymakers determine the quality of health care, quality that depends inherently on counterbalancing risks
and benefits and competing objectives such as maximizing life expectancy versus optimizing quality of life
or quality of care versus economic realities.

Broadly speaking, concepts in medical decision making (MDM) may be divided into two major categories:
prescriptive and descriptive. Work in the area of prescriptive MDM investigates how medical decisions
should be done using complicated analyses and algorithms to determine cost-effectiveness measures,
prediction methods, and so on. In contrast, descriptive MDM studies how decisions actually are made
involving human judgment, biases, social influences, patient factors, and so on. The Encyclopedia of
Medical Decision Making gives a gentle introduction to both categories, revealing how medical and
healthcare decisions are actually made?and constrained?and how physician, healthcare management, and
patient decision making can be improved to optimize health outcomes.

Key Features

Discusses very general issues that span many aspects of MDM, including bioethics; health policy and●

economics; disaster simulation modeling; medical informatics; the psychology of decision making; shared
and team medical decision making; social, moral, and religious factors; end-of-life decision making;
assessing patient preference and patient adherence; and more
Incorporates both quantity and quality of life in optimizing a medical decision●

Considers characteristics of the decisionmaker and how those characteristics influence their decisions●

Presents outcome measures to judge the quality or impact of a medical decision●

Examines some of the more commonly encountered biostatistical methods used in prescriptive decision●

making
Provides utility assessment techniques that facilitate quantitative medical decision making●

Addresses the many different assumption perspectives the decision maker might choose from when trying●

to optimize a decision
Offers mechanisms for defining MDM algorithms●

With comprehensive and authoritative coverage by experts in the fields of medicine, decision science and
cognitive psychology, and healthcare management, this two-volume Encyclopedia is a must-have resource
for any academic library.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Marques:

This book untitled Encyclopedia of Medical Decision Making to be one of several books which best seller in
this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy
this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So
there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Olga Harrington:

The particular book Encyclopedia of Medical Decision Making will bring that you the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to
learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Encyclopedia of Medical Decision Making is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Brenda Luna:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Encyclopedia of Medical Decision
Making that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world
can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't
be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end
up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick
Encyclopedia of Medical Decision Making become your own starter.

Grace Smith:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but also novel and Encyclopedia of Medical Decision Making or perhaps
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes
Encyclopedia of Medical Decision Making to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book
like here.
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