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Demonstrates how written and visual representations worked to construct definitions of ethnicity in
midcentury America.
Fifties Ethnicities brings together a variety of texts to explore what it meant to be American in the middle of
“America’s Century.” In a series of comparative readings that draws on novels, television programs, movie
magazines, and films, Tracy Floreani crosses generic boundaries to show how literature and mass media
worked to mold concepts of ethnicity in the 1950s. Revisiting well-known novels of the period, such as
Vladimir Nabokov’s Lolita and Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man, as well as less-studied works, such as William
Saroyan’s Rock Wagram and C. Y. Lee’s The Flower Drum Song (the original source of the more famous
Rodgers and Hammerstein musical), Floreani investigates how the writing of ethnic identity called into
question the ways in which signifiers of Americanness also inherently privileged whiteness. By putting these
novels into conversation with popular media narratives such as I Love Lucy, the author offers an in-depth
examination of the boundaries and possibilities for participating in American culture in an era that greatly
influenced national ideas about identity. While midcentury mass media presented an undeniably engaging
vision of American success, national belonging, and guidelines for cultural citizenship, Floreani argues that
minority writers and artists were, at the same time, engaging that vision and implicitly participating in its
construction.
“This well-written, thorough analysis is ideal for those interested in race theory, modern American popular
culture, or consumer culture … Highly recommended.” — CHOICE
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Batiste:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this
Fifties Ethnicities: The Ethnic Novel and Mass Culture at Midcentury (SUNY series in Multiethnic
Literature).

Jeremy Brown:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Fifties Ethnicities: The Ethnic Novel and
Mass Culture at Midcentury (SUNY series in Multiethnic Literature) reserve written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written
inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger
then you still skepticism Fifties Ethnicities: The Ethnic Novel and Mass Culture at Midcentury (SUNY series
in Multiethnic Literature) as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can
break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!?
Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Chris Robins:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Fifties Ethnicities: The Ethnic Novel and Mass Culture at Midcentury (SUNY series in
Multiethnic Literature) will give you a new experience in examining a book.

Shawn Hoffman:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Fifties Ethnicities: The Ethnic Novel and
Mass Culture at Midcentury (SUNY series in Multiethnic Literature) is simple to bring you can read it in the
park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book,
you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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