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The geologically ancient Tidewater region of southeastern Virginia and northeastern North Carolina rests
precariously atop millions of years of erosion from the nearby Appalachian Mountains. An immense wetland
at near sea level, it is host to every conceivable body of fresh water, ranging from brooding swamps and
large hidden lakes to sluggish blackwater rivers and brackish sounds (one of which was so large an early
explorer thought he had found the Pacific Ocean). In this engaging book, biologist and Tidewater native Roy
T. Sawyer delivers an ecohistory of this unique waterland whose wind-driven tides cover a rich human and
natural past.

Jutting prominently into the Atlantic, this wetland is the final stop for the warmth of the Gulf Stream before
it is deflected from the American mainland. At the top of a narrow, warm coastal strip, it provides an ideal
home for a vast array of animal and plant life, including prodigious numbers of reptiles (such as the world’s
northernmost population of alligators) and overwintering waterfowl. It is also home to the oldest known
living trees east of the Rocky Mountains. The climate and geography made the area a natural choice for very
early human habitation--as far back as the last ice age, when the region was a rich oasis just south of a
veritable tundra.

In examining the impact of humans upon this environment, and vice-versa, Sawyer reveals how our alarming
shortsightedness has produced a fragile and endangered present. Although human manipulation started here
as early as ten thousand years ago (coinciding with extinction of mammoths and other megafauna), the
environment has been altered most radically over only the last one hundred years, particularly in regard to
land drainage, deforestation, overfishing, and pollution.

The author provides an authoritative overview of the human impact on these wetlands and suggests ways in
which we might still salvage them. In so doing, he explores the effects of hurricanes, droughts, forest fires,
and ice ages of the past--and anticipates, in this age of global warming, natural events that may be still to
come.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Zoeller:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled America's Wetland:
An Environmental and Cultural History of Tidewater Virginia and North Carolina? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Cheryl Phelps:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book America's Wetland: An
Environmental and Cultural History of Tidewater Virginia and North Carolina. All type of book are you able
to see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Kimberly Spradlin:

This book untitled America's Wetland: An Environmental and Cultural History of Tidewater Virginia and
North Carolina to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-
book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet
or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to
past this guide from your list.

Robert Berman:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be examine. America's Wetland: An Environmental and Cultural History of Tidewater Virginia
and North Carolina can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.
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