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In 1936, New Yorkers approved a radical change in local democracy. By a margin of nearly two to one, they
replaced the corrupt board of aldermen with a city council elected via proportional representation (PR).
Rather than traditional winner-take-all elections between two candidates representing two political parties,
PR allowed voters to rank candidates on their ballots in order of preference and guaranteed victory to anyone
polling more than 75,000 votes. This system enabled the election of the most diverse legislatures in New
York's history, comprised of the city's first African American legislators and unprecedented numbers of
women and third-party representatives. With their authority threatened, the Democratic and Republican
parties allied against PR and the system's coalition of supporters. Following several unsuccessful repeal
attempts led by the two major parties, the election of two Communists spurred a groundswell of red-baiting
that set the stage for a battle that would define New York City governance for generations.

Defining Democracy examines struggles over electoral reform in New York City to clarify our understanding
of democracy's evolution in the United States and the world. In the midst of global crises concerning the
purpose and power of government during the Great Depression, Second World War, and early Cold War,
New Yorkers debated the meaning of self-rule in the United States. Through a series of campaigns over the
expansion of voting rights in New York City, activists challenged the boundaries of who could be elected,
what interests could be represented, and ultimately what policies could be implemented at the local level.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Avis:

The book Defining Democracy: Electoral Reform and the Struggle for Power in New York City make you
feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your
best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading
through a book Defining Democracy: Electoral Reform and the Struggle for Power in New York City being
your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Defining Democracy:
Electoral Reform and the Struggle for Power in New York City. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Michael Walsh:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Defining Democracy:
Electoral Reform and the Struggle for Power in New York City suitable to you? The particular book was
written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Defining Democracy: Electoral Reform and
the Struggle for Power in New York Cityis a single of several books that everyone read now. This particular
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension
that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can
easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about
this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Tammara Dejesus:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Defining Democracy: Electoral Reform
and the Struggle for Power in New York City book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
uncertainty Defining Democracy: Electoral Reform and the Struggle for Power in New York City as good
book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by
its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Robert Rochester:

Beside this specific Defining Democracy: Electoral Reform and the Struggle for Power in New York City in
your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Defining Democracy: Electoral Reform and the Struggle
for Power in New York City because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you



sometimes have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this
inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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