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Calvin Tomkins first discovered the work of Robert Rauschenberg in the late 1950s, when he began to ook
seriously at contemporary art. While gazing at Rauschenberg's painting Double Feature, Tomkins felt
compelled to make some kind of literal connection to the work, and it isin that sprit that "for the last forty
years it's been [his] ambition to write about contemporary art not as acritic or ajudge, but as a participant.”
Tomkins has spent many of those years writing about Robert Rauschenberg, whom he rapidly came to see as
"one of the most inventive and influential artists of his generation." So it seemed natural to make
Rauschenberg the focus of Off the Wall, which deals with the radical changes that have made advanced
visual art such a powerful force in the world.

Off the Wall chronicles the astonishingly creative period of the 1950s and 1960s, a high point in American
art. In hisin his collaborations with Merce Cunningham and John Cage, and as a pivota figure linking
abstract expressionism and pop art, Rauschenberg was part of a revolution during which artists moved art off
the walls of museums and galleries and into the center of the social scene. Rauschenberg's vitally important
and productive career spans this revolution, reaching beyond it to the present day. Featuring the artists and
the art world surrounding Rauschenberg--from Jackson Pollock, and Willem de Kooning to Jasper Johns,
Frank Stella, and Andy Warhol, together with dealers Betty Parsons, and Leo Castelli, and the patron Peggy
Guggenheim--Tomkins's stylish and witty portrait of one of America's most original and inspiring artistsis
fascinating, enlightening, and very entertaining.
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From reader reviews:
Monte L awson:

Reading a book can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you alot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
studying a book especialy tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people do
it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Off the Wall: A Portrait
of Robert Rauschenberg, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can
inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Deborah Mazzardlla:

Often the book Off the Wall: A Portrait of Robert Rauschenberg has alot details on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after reading this book.

Carlee Smith:

This Off the Wall: A Portrait of Robert Rauschenberg is great reserve for you because the content that is full
of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only provides you
with straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Off the
Wall: A Portrait of Robert Rauschenberg in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, factsin it is not
ridiculous asingle. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but
this guide already do that. So, it isgood reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Keri Lo:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading abook. They are directly felt the idea when
they get ahalf parts of the book. Y ou can choose often the book Off the Wall: A Portrait of Robert
Rauschenberg to make your current reading is interesting. Y our own personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to start a
book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Off the Wall: A Portrait of Robert Rauschenberg can to be your
friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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