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In Spectacular Accumulation, Morgan Pitelka investigates the significance of material culture and sociability
in late sixteenth-century Japan, focusing in particular on the career and afterlife of Tokugawa Ieyasu (1543-
1616), the founder of the Tokugawa shogunate. The story of Ieyasu illustrates the close ties between people,
things, and politics and offers us insight into the role of material culture in the shift from medieval to early
modern Japan and in shaping our knowledge of history.

This innovative and eloquent history of a transitional age in Japan reframes the relationship between culture
and politics. Like the collection of meibutsu, or "famous objects," exchanging hostages, collecting heads, and
commanding massive armies were part of a strategy Pitelka calls "spectacular accumulation," which
profoundly affected the creation and character of Japan's early modern polity. Pitelka uses the notion of
spectacular accumulation to contextualize the acquisition of "art" within a larger complex of practices aimed
at establishing governmental authority, demonstrating military dominance, reifying hierarchy, and
advertising wealth. He avoids the artificial distinction between cultural history and political history, arguing
that the famed cultural efflorescence of these years was not subsidiary to the landscape of political conflict,
but constitutive of it. Employing a wide range of thoroughly researched visual and material evidence,
including letters, diaries, historical chronicles, and art, Pitelka links the increasing violence of civil and
international war to the increasing importance of samurai social rituals and cultural practices. Moving from
the Ashikaga palaces of Kyoto to the tea utensil collections of Ieyasu, from the exchange of military hostages
to the gift-giving rituals of Oda Nobunaga and Toyotomi Hideyoshi, Spectacular Accumulation traces
Japanese military rulers' power plays over famous artworks as well as objectified human bodies.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Russell:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Spectacular Accumulation: Material Culture,
Tokugawa Ieyasu, and Samurai Sociability publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you
still doubt Spectacular Accumulation: Material Culture, Tokugawa Ieyasu, and Samurai Sociability as good
book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by
its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Harold Felix:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is Spectacular Accumulation: Material Culture, Tokugawa Ieyasu, and
Samurai Sociability this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This
kind of book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it
is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why
this book appropriate all of you.

Fred Peterson:

This Spectacular Accumulation: Material Culture, Tokugawa Ieyasu, and Samurai Sociability is brand-new
way for you who has attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge.
Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in
reading this Spectacular Accumulation: Material Culture, Tokugawa Ieyasu, and Samurai Sociability can be
the light food for you personally because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by
anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the
answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.

Cathy Kerby:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Spectacular Accumulation: Material Culture, Tokugawa
Ieyasu, and Samurai Sociability was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Spectacular Accumulation: Material Culture, Tokugawa Ieyasu, and Samurai Sociability has many kinds or



type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and
believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes
you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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