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Internationally known historian and rabbi Arthur Hertzberg, best known for his classic The Zionist Idea,
challenges us to reexamine the case for the legitimacy of the state of Israel from a secular point of view. He
argues that the religious blinders of absolute thinking and hatred have obscured our vision. In this time of
great turmoil in the Mideast, when conflict represents a potential nuclear threat to the region and to the
world, it is an argument that is more relevant and urgent than ever.

Charting a pragmatic middle path between the Israeli right wing and critics like Edward Said and Noam
Chomsky, Hertzberg chronicles the conflict between the original secular vision of Israel and the illusions that
came in the subsequent riptide of Israeli triumphalism and the myths of messianism. The deep need of the
Israeli people for both power and security has created a paradox, one that can only be solved when the
deeper question of legitimacy is addressed in a clear-eyed, secular fashion, away from the growing threat of
clashing right wings and religious violence. Hertzberg calls us to go back to the future, to the original idea
behind the founding of Israel -- that a people persecuted, marginalized, and murdered under state sanction
need a safe land, a place to be independent and free.

Between the growing religiously motivated blindness of the right wing (Arab, Jewish, and American
Christian), and the one-sided blindness of the Western liberal intelligentsia, it has become difficult to see the
future. Hertzberg calls on the United States to use its power and influence to help recover the original Zionist
intent and settle the questions of legitimacy and coexistence for both Israelis and Palestinians.

During his entire career, Hertzberg has been at once supportive of the right to existence of the state of Israel
but also a fierce critic of some of its policies -- particularly the abuse of religious sentiments in the social
arena. Realistic about the Palestinian injustice that is precipitated, Hertzberg offers a framework for a
hopeful solution in a post-religious Zionist realpolitik.
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From reader reviews:

Andria Miguel:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Fate of Zionism: A Secular Future for Israel & Palestine.

Jessica Davis:

The publication untitled The Fate of Zionism: A Secular Future for Israel & Palestine is the reserve that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Fate of Zionism: A Secular Future for Israel &
Palestine from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Valerie Bell:

The book with title The Fate of Zionism: A Secular Future for Israel & Palestine has lot of information that
you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era
of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Lauren Robinson:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Fate of Zionism: A Secular Future for Israel & Palestine the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get just before. The The Fate of Zionism: A Secular Future for Israel & Palestine giving you one more
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life with this
era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are
finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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