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One hundred years ago, African Americans looked forward to the new twentieth century with mixed feelings
of pride and discouragement. On the one hand, they could point to the tremendous progress many of them
had made since the end of slavery under the dynamic leadership of Booker T. Washington, whose thriving
vocational school, the Tuskegee Institute, was famous throughout the nation. Washington had become the
confidant of powerful and influential white Americans, and in 1901 he even dined with President Theodore
Roosevelt at the White House. But on the other hand, the majority of white Americans showed little
willingness to accept blacks as equals, and in the South segregation was practically institutionalized through
the recently enacted Jim Crow laws. It was at this uncertain time that this interesting collection of articles by
leading African American citizens was published to address what was then commonly known as "the Negro
problem."

Looking back at this synopsis of African American affairs one can get a good sense of both the progress
made and the problems yet to be overcome, some of which have still not been fully addressed. Predictably,
the collection begins with a piece by Booker T. Washington on the value and purpose of stressing industrial
education for black Americans. This is followed by a now-famous article by W. E. B. Du Bois called "The
Talented Tenth," in which he argued for the cultivation of an elite corps of black intellectuals who would
then work to uplift the African American masses. Though Du Bois later changed his approach, one can see in
this article how different his philosophy was from Washington's, a difference that later led to a complete
break between the two men. The other contributors are Charles W. Chesnutt, Wilford H. Smith, H. T.
Kealing, Paul Laurence Dunbar, and T. Thomas Fortune, who discuss the disenfranchisement of blacks; the
broader subject of the law and the rights of African Americans; real versus perceived characteristics of
people of color; and outstanding representative black Americans, some famous, others little-known. The
collection concludes with a sober assessment of "the Negro's place in American life."

Issued in the centennial year of its original publication, this new edition of a valuable classic is
complemented by an informative introduction by Bernard R. Boxill, professor of philosophy at the
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Adams:

The book The Negro Problem (Classics in Black Studies) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can
utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book The Negro Problem (Classics
in Black Studies) to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase
your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a e-
book The Negro Problem (Classics in Black Studies). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Paul Henson:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject The Negro Problem
(Classics in Black Studies) suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically
the book untitled The Negro Problem (Classics in Black Studies)is the main one of several books that
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the
simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give
you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this
book.

Steve Bennett:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Negro Problem (Classics in Black
Studies) publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question The Negro Problem (Classics in
Black Studies) as good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break
don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on
your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Sheila Messina:

You may get this The Negro Problem (Classics in Black Studies) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just
simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds
of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by
e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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