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"IT'S CHOCKABLOCK WITH CURIOUS LORE....[James and Thorpe] have amassed scores of persuasive
testimonials of primeval ingenuity."
--The Boston Globe
We in the twentieth century tend to assume that our era has a monopoly on the inventions of clever
machines, labor-saving devices, feats of engineering, and advanced technology. But as the authors of this
fascinating and eye-opening book reveal, some of humankind's most important and most amazing inventions
actually date back thousands of years.
Historian Peter James and archaeologist Nick Thorpe have pooled their expertise in amassing this
compendium of human ingenuity through the ages. Together they conclusively prove that our ancestors,
however long ago they lived and whatever part of the globe they occupied, were brilliant problem-solvers.
Written with the pure joy of discovery, Ancient Inventions reveals that:
* Medieval Baghdad had an efficient postal service, banks, and a paper mill.
* Rudimentary calendars were being used in France as early as 13,000 B.C.
* Apartment condominiums rose in deserts of the American Southwest a
thousand years ago.
* The ancient Greeks used an early form of computer.
* Plastic surgery was being performed in India by the first century B.C.
* The Egyptians knew about effective contraceptives.
* Flamethrowers were used in battles waged in tenth-century China.
Brimming with odd facts and entertaining curiosities, written with zest and humor, comprehensive and fun to
read, Ancient Inventions is a wonderful celebration of the endless inventiveness of the human mind.
"This presentation of the discoveries and innovations of the ancients will fascinate."
--Booklist
"Thoroughly researched...It is doubtful that anyone could examine [this book] without coming away
enlightened in one of its broadly ranging areas."
--Library Journal
AN ALTERNATE SELECTION OF THE QUALITY PAPERBACK BOOK CLUB AND THE NATURAL
SCIENCE BOOK CLUB
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Taylor:

The book Ancient Inventions can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Ancient Inventions? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you
could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Ancient Inventions has simple shape
however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and
read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Deborah Mazzarella:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea
for a while is reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to
stand than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Ancient
Inventions book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Donald Jefferies:

You can obtain this Ancient Inventions by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may
to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only
by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like
now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Robert Perkins:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Ancient Inventions was vibrant and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book Ancient Inventions has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen
up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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