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Although we tend to think of television primarily as a household fixture, TV monitors outside the home are
widespread: in bars, laundromats, and stores; conveying flight arrival and departure times in airports; uniting
crowds at sports events and allaying boredom in waiting rooms; and helping to pass the time in workplaces
of all kinds. In Ambient Television Anna McCarthy explores the significance of this pervasive phenomenon,
tracing the forms of conflict, commerce, and community that television generates outside the home.
Discussing the roles television has played in different institutions from 1945 to the present day, McCarthy
draws on a wide array of sources. These include retail merchandising literature, TV industry trade journals,
and journalistic discussions of public viewing, as well as the work of cultural geographers, architectural
theorists, media scholars, and anthropologists. She also uses photography as a research tool, documenting the
uses and meanings of television sets in the built environment, and focuses on such locations as the tavern and
the department store to show how television is used to support very different ideas about gender, class, and
consumption. Turning to contemporary examples, McCarthy discusses practices such as Turner Private
Networks’ efforts to transform waiting room populations into advertising audiences and the use of point-of-
sale video that influences brand visibility and consumer behavior. Finally, she inquires into the activist
potential of out-of-home television through a discussion of the video practices of two contemporary artists in
everyday public settings.
Scholars and students of cultural, visual, urban, American, film, and television studies will be interested in
this thought-provoking, interdisciplinary book.
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From reader reviews:

Allan Carle:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Ambient Television: Visual Culture and Public
Space (Console-ing Passions). Try to make the book Ambient Television: Visual Culture and Public Space
(Console-ing Passions) as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone
and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Rocio Linville:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Ambient
Television: Visual Culture and Public Space (Console-ing Passions)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you.
You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before.
Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Frances Wiggins:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage
for you. All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Ambient Television: Visual Culture and
Public Space (Console-ing Passions) as the daily resource information.

Joel Kiser:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Ambient Television: Visual Culture and Public Space (Console-ing
Passions) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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