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Scholars of Gregory of Nyssa have long acknowledged the centrality of faith in his theory of divine union.
To date, however, there has been no sustained examination of this key topic. The present study fills this gap
and elucidates important auxiliary themes that accrue to Gregory's notion of faith as a faculty of apophatic
union with God. The result adjusts how we understand the Cappadocian's apophaticism in general and his
so-called mysticism of darknessin particular.

After agenera discussion of the increasing value of faith in late Neoplatonism and an overview of important
work done on Gregorian faith, this study moves on to sketch a portrait of the mind and its dynamic, varying
cognitive states and how these respond to the divine pedagogy of scripture, baptism, and the presence of
God. With this portrait of the mind as a backdrop we see how Gregory values faith for its ability to unite
with God, who remains beyond the comprehending grasp of mind. A close examination of the relationship
between faith and mind shows Gregory bestowing on faith qualities which Plotinus would have granted only
to the "crest of the wave of intellect.”

While Gregorian faith serves as the faculty of apophatic union with God, faith yet gives something to mind.
This dimension of Gregory's apophaticism has gone largely unnoticed by scholars. At the apex of an
apophatic ascent faith unites with God the Word; by virtue of this union the believer takes on the qualities of
the Word, who speaks (logophasis) in the deeds and discourse of the believer. Finally this study redresses
how Gregory has been identified with a"mysticism of darkness' and argues that he proposes no less a
"mysticism of light."
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From reader reviews:
Sun Byrd:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
extratime? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question
because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, itisright.
Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need that Gregory of Nyssa and the Grasp of Faith:
Union, Knowledge, and Divine Presence (Oxford Early Christian Studies) to read.

Jeffrey Evans:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read a new book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long
to reading a e-book. The book Gregory of Nyssa and the Grasp of Faith: Union, Knowledge, and Divine
Presence (Oxford Early Christian Studies) it is rather good to read. There are alot of people that
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop
this book you can buy typically the e-book. Y ou can mQOore very easily to read this book through your smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Walter Harman:

Precisely why? Because this Gregory of Nyssa and the Grasp of Faith: Union, Knowledge, and Divine
Presence (Oxford Early Christian Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you
to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of rewards
than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want
to hold up having that book? If | ended up you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Raymond Smith:

The book untitled Gregory of Nyssa and the Grasp of Faith: Union, Knowledge, and Divine Presence
(Oxford Early Christian Studies) contain alot of information on it. The writer explains your ex ideawith
easy means. The language is very clear and understandable al the people, so do definitely not worry, you can
easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of
literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or



program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.
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