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The "Summa Theologica" is considered the greatest work of St. Thomas Aquinas. This work immortalized
St. Thomas. The author himself modestly considered it simply a manual of Christian doctrine for the use of
students. In reality it is a complete scientifically arranged exposition of theology and at the same time a
summary of Christian philosophy. In the brief prologue St. Thomas first calls attention to the difficulties
experienced by students of sacred doctrine in his day, the causes assigned being: the multiplication of useless
questions, articles, and arguments; the lack of scientific order; frequent repetitions, "which beget disgust and
confusion in the minds of learners". Then he adds: "Wishing to avoid these and similar drawbacks, we shall
endeavour, confiding in the Divine assistance, to treat of these things that pertain to sacred doctrine with
brevity and clearness, in so far as the subject to be treated will permit."
Eight years were given to the composition of this work, which was begun at Rome, where the First Part and
the First of the Second were written (1265-69). The Second of the Second, begun in Rome, was completed in
Paris (1271). In 1272 St. Thomas went to Naples, where the Third Part was written, down to the ninetieth
question of the tract On Penance. The work has been completed by the addition of a supplement, drawn from
other writings of St. Thomas, attributed by some to Peter of Auvergne, by others to Henry of Gorkum. These
attributions are rejected by the editors of the Leonine edition (XI, pp. viii, xiv, xviii). Mandonnet (op. cit.,
153) inclines to the very probable opinion that it was compiled by Father Reginald de Piperno, the saint's
faithful companion and secretary.
The entire "Summa" contains 38 Treatises, 612 Questions, subdivided into 3120 articles, in which about
10,000 objections are proposed and answered. So admirably is the promised order preserved that, by
reference to the beginning of the Tracts and Questions, one can see at a glance what place it occupies in the
general plan, which embraces all that can be known through theology of God, of man, and of their mutual
relations . . . "The whole Summa is arranged on a uniform plan. Every subject is introduced as a question,
and divided into articles. . . . Each article has also a uniform disposition of parts. The topic is introduced as
an inquiry for discussion, under the term Utrum, whether — e.g. Utrum Deus sit? The objections against the
proposed thesis are then stated. These are generally three or four in number, but sometimes extend to seven
or more. The conclusion adopted is then introduced by the words, Respondeo dicendum. At the end of the
thesis expounded the objections are answered, under the forms, ad primum, ad secundum, etc." . . . . The
"Summa" is Christian doctrine in scientific form; it is human reason rendering its highest service in defence
and explanation of the truths of the Christian religion. It is the answer of the matured and saintly doctor to
the question of his youth: What is God? Revelation, made known in the Scriptures and by tradition; reason
and its best results; soundness and fulness of doctrine, order, conciseness and clearness of expression,
effacement of self, the love of truth alone, hence a remarkable fairness towards adversaries and calmness in
combating their errors; soberness and soundness of judgment, together with a charmingly tender and
enlightened piety — these are all found in this "Summa" more than in his other writings, more than in the
writings of his contemporaries, for "among the Scholastic doctors, the chief and master of all, towers
Thomas Aquinas, who, as Cajetan observes (In 2am 2ae, Q. 148, a. 4) 'because he most venerated the ancient
doctors of the Church in a certain way seems to have inherited the intellect of all'" (Encyclical, "Aeterni
Patris", of Leo XIII).
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From reader reviews:

Bobbie Wallace:

This The Summa Theologica of St. Thomas Aquinas are reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Summa Theologica of St. Thomas Aquinas can be
one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but
feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually
handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside
that this The Summa Theologica of St. Thomas Aquinas forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So ,
let's have it appreciate reading.

Mike Munguia:

The book with title The Summa Theologica of St. Thomas Aquinas posesses a lot of information that you
can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the globalization.
You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Florence Booth:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be The Summa Theologica of St. Thomas Aquinas why
because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually.
The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

Wendy Hartnett:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book The Summa Theologica of St.
Thomas Aquinas to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it
and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open
up a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book The Summa Theologica of St. Thomas Aquinas can to be
your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this
time.
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