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Prime Obsession taught us not to be afraid to put the math in a math book. Unknown Quantity heeds the
lesson well. So grab your graphing calculators, slip out the slide rules, and buckle up! John Derbyshire is
introducing us to algebra through the ages -- and it promises to be just what his die-hard fans have been
waiting for. "Here is the story of algebra." With this deceptively simple introduction, we begin our journey.
Flanked by formulae, shadowed by roots and radicals, escorted by an expert who navigates unerringly on our
behalf, we are guaranteed safe passage through even the most treacherous mathematical terrain. Our first
encounter with algebraic arithmetic takes us back 38 centuries to the time of Abraham and Isaac, Jacob and
Joseph, Ur and Haran, Sodom and Gomorrah. Moving deftly from Abel's proof to the higher levels of
abstraction developed by Galois, we are eventually introduced to what algebraists have been focusing on
during the last century. As we travel through the ages, it becomes apparent that the invention of algebra was
more than the start of a specific discipline of mathematics -- it was also the birth of a new way of thinking
that clarified both basic numeric concepts as well as our perception of the world around us. Algebraists broke
new ground when they discarded the simple search for solutions to equations and concentrated instead on
abstract groups. This dramatic shift in thinking revolutionized mathematics. Written for those among us who
are unencumbered by a fear of formulae, Unknown Quantity delivers on its promise to present a history of
algebra. Astonishing in its bold presentation of the math and graced with narrative authority, our journey
through the world of algebra is at once intellectually satisfying and pleasantly challenging.
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From reader reviews:

John Reed:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you will require this Unknown Quantity:: A Real and Imaginary History of
Algebra.

Frankie Evans:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Unknown Quantity:: A Real and
Imaginary History of Algebra. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Walter Harman:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Unknown Quantity:: A Real and
Imaginary History of Algebra which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
observe.

Nicholas Sheen:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Unknown Quantity:: A Real and Imaginary History of Algebra can make you experience
more interested to read.
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