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This volume pioneers the examination of issues of race and racism, ethnicity and identity in the major Nile
Valley countries of Sudan and Egypt from ancient times to the present. Two major events have forced the
issue. The study of the ancient Nile Valley was challenged to confront the issue of race in antiquity with the
publication of Martin Bernal’s two-volume work, Black Athena (1987; 1991) asserting the Afro-Asiatic
roots of Western civilization, and its most famous rebuttal Not Out of Africa (1996). In the aftermath of
these earlier works, the question of whether ancient Egypt was black or white became the most simplistic
rendering of this not so collegial debate. In this tome, a new generation of critical archaeologists and
anthropologists, freed from old Orientalist and Egyptological racialist and racist ideas, have written with
greater objectivity about race and representation than their predecessors. The first part of this book contains
eight original articles dedicated to an exploration of the dynamics of race in the ancient Nile Valley. These
include multiple new perspectives from textual and archaeological sources, as well as reprinting Anténor
Firmin’s chapter on “Egypt and Civilization” from his 1885 pioneering work of critical race thinking in
anthropology The Equality of the Human Races (2000), only recently rediscovered . The chronic civil war in
Sudan between the “Arabs” of the north and the “Blacks” of the south has also been an event that has forced
the issue of race into the discourse on the Nile Valley. Indeed, among the myriad complex issues that have
fuelled this war—including a history of slavery and the unequal distribution of political and economic
resources—a major one has been that of race, as well as religion and ethnicity. The identity of northern
Sudanese by indigenous scholars has been subjected to more critical discourse in this period than in any
previous one. Western scholars of Sudan and Egypt have noted the heavy hand of both Ottoman and
European colonialism as providing the necessary background to the present, while critical southern and
northern scholars call for urgent rethinking of these racial-hierarchical paradigms.
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From reader reviews:

Julie Moore:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Race and Identity in the Nile
Valley: Ancient and Modern Perspectives book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course
the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Martin Williams:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this
Race and Identity in the Nile Valley: Ancient and Modern Perspectives.

Arthur Ramires:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet.
Every year has been exactly added. This e-book Race and Identity in the Nile Valley: Ancient and Modern
Perspectives was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.

Debra Espiritu:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
also you know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide
you knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about
something by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them
is Race and Identity in the Nile Valley: Ancient and Modern Perspectives.
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