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This collection of writings examines the pervasive and influential role of "the Gothic" in contemporary
visual culture. The contemporary Gothic in art is informed as much by the stock themes of the eighteenth-
and nineteenth-century Gothic novel as it is by more recent permutations of the Gothic in horror film theory,
Lacanian psychoanalysis, and Goth subcultures. This reader from London's Whitechapel Gallery brings
together artists as different as Matthew Barney, Gregor Schneider, Louise Bourgeois, and Douglas Gordon;
its intent is not to use "the Gothic" to group together dissimilar artists but rather to shed light on a particular
understanding of their practice. Anthony Vidler looks at ideas of the uncanny to explore Rachel Whiteread's
House, and Jeff Wall uses the motif of vampirism to analyze fellow artist Dan Graham's Kammerspell; Hal
Foster considers Robert Gober's recent work--laden with Christian symbolism, criticism of America as a
nexus of power, and fragmented bodies--as an updated American Gothic, and Kobena Mercer examines the
Gothic's depiction of the Other in relation to Michael Jackson's pop video Thriller. Texts by artists including
Mike Kelley, Damien Hirst, Tacita Dean, Jonathan Meese, and Catherine Sullivan are complemented by
extracts from Walpole's genre-establishing gothic novel The Castle of Otranto, William Gibson, Bret Easton
Ellis, and Stephen King, among others, and theoretical writings by such key thinkers as Carol Clover, Beatriz
Colomina, Julia Kristeva, Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, Marina Warner, and Slavoj Zizek [haceks over z's]. The
Gothic provides the first comprehensive overview of the uses of Gothic in contemporary visual culture.Gilda
Williams is a critic of art and film and a lecturer on contemporary art at Sotheby's Institute of Art, London.
Her writing has appeared in Artforum, Tate etc., Sight and Sound, and Parkett.Artists surveyed include
Matthew Barney, Louise Bourgeois, Janet Cardiff, Tacita Dean, Sue De Beer, Mark Dion, Stan Douglas,
Robert Gober, Douglas Gordon, Dan Graham, Damien Hirst, Mike Kelley, Paul McCarthy, Teresa
Margolles, Jonathan Meese, Raymond Pettibon, Paul Pfeiffer, Gregor Schneider, Cindy Sherman, Catherine
Sullivan, Andy Warhol, Jane and Louise WilsonWriters include Jean Baudrillard, Elizabeth Bronfen,
Edmund Burke, Carol Clover, Beatriz Colomina, Douglas Crimp, Jacques Derrida, Richard Dyer, Umberto
Eco, Bret Easton Ellis, Trevor Fairbrother, Alex Farquharson, Hal Foster, Michel Foucault, Sigmund Freud,
William Gibson, Christoph Grunenberg, Bruce Hainley, Judith Halberstam, Amelia Jones, Jonathan Jones,
Mike Kelley, Julia Kristeva, Jacques Lacan, Patrick McGrath, Kobena Mercer, James Meyer, Edgar Allan
Poe, Andrew Ross, Jerry Saltz, Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, Mary Shelley, Nancy Spector, Robert Louis
Stevenson, Anthony Vidler, Jeff Wall, Horace Walpole, Marina Warner, Anne Williams, Slavoj Zizek
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From reader reviews:

Stuart Ross:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read
one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular The Gothic (Whitechapel:
Documents of Contemporary Art) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Julian Loredo:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be The Gothic (Whitechapel: Documents of Contemporary Art) why
because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually.
The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.

Clemencia Torres:

This The Gothic (Whitechapel: Documents of Contemporary Art) is brand new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
The Gothic (Whitechapel: Documents of Contemporary Art) can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form and
that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You
can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort
for your better life and also knowledge.

Pedro Lewis:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book The Gothic (Whitechapel:
Documents of Contemporary Art) to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a
book and read it. Beside that the publication The Gothic (Whitechapel: Documents of Contemporary Art)
can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the
time.
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