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A handy guide to making sense of a nautical chart

Whether they are paper or electronic, charts are the most fundamental navigational tool. Making the best use
of them requires a great understanding of symbols and abbreviations, as well as an awareness of the limits of
accuracy in positions and soundings. Understanding a Nautical Chart not only helps you to read a chart, it
allows you to understand that information and use it to navigate safely. Learning the abbreviations and
symbols are critical to anybody using a chart and before you can use one, you must know them or at have
easy access to the definitions, all of which are included in a full copy of the key to UKHO charts (Chart
5011).

Explains how to establish the accuracy of charts to allow you to navigate with confidence and safety●

Written by a former Royal Navy Deputy Commander in Chief, Paul Boissier●

Includes a full copy of the key to UKHO chart symbols (Chart 5011).●

The chart information included is presented in the following sections: 

General ●

Chart Number, Title, Marginal Notes, Positions, Distances, Directions, Compass 
Topography ●

Natural Features, Cultural Features, Landmarks, Ports,  Topographic Terms 
Hydrography●

Tides, Currents, Depths, Nature of the Seabed, Rocks, Wrecks, Obstructions, Offshore Installations,
Tracks, Routes Areas, Limits, Hydrographic Terms
Aids and Services●

Lights, Buoys, Beacons, Fog Signals, Radar, Radio, Electronic Position-Fixing Systems,  Services, Small
Craft Facilities 
Alphabetical Index●

Index of Abbreviations, International Abbreviations, List of Descriptors, IALA Maritime Buoyage System
Chart 5011●

 

About the author: Paul Boissier has spent much of his professional life at sea and was a senior admiral in
the Royal Navy. He is also a very experienced yachtsman and has cruised extensively. These perspectives
make him the ideal author this guide. Paul is now the chief executive of the RNLI (Royal National Lifeboat
Institution), the charity that saves lives at sea and operates over 340 lifeboats around the UK and the
Republic of Ireland.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Hewitt:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Understanding a Nautical Chart: A Practical Guide to Safe Navigation
(Wiley Nautical). Try to face the book Understanding a Nautical Chart: A Practical Guide to Safe Navigation
(Wiley Nautical) as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

John Moore:

The book Understanding a Nautical Chart: A Practical Guide to Safe Navigation (Wiley Nautical) will bring
someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Understanding a Nautical
Chart: A Practical Guide to Safe Navigation (Wiley Nautical) is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Michael Brown:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Understanding a Nautical Chart: A Practical
Guide to Safe Navigation (Wiley Nautical) can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You
are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Pedro Lewis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Understanding a
Nautical Chart: A Practical Guide to Safe Navigation (Wiley Nautical).
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