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During the nineteenth century, American schools for deaf education regarded sign language as the "natural
language" of Deaf people, using it as the principal mode of instruction and communication. These schools
inadvertently became the seedbeds of an emerging Deaf community and culture. But beginning in the 1880s,
an oralist movement developed that sought to suppress sign language, removing Deaf teachers and requiring
deaf people to learn speech and lip reading. Historians have all assumed that in the early decades of the
twentieth century oralism triumphed overwhelmingly.

Susan Burch shows us that everyone has it wrong; not only did Deaf students continue to use sign language
in schools, hearing teachers relied on it as well. In Signs of Resistance, Susan Burch persuasively
reinterprets early twentieth century Deaf history: using community sources such as Deaf newspapers,
memoirs, films, and oral (sign language) interviews, Burch shows how the Deaf community mobilized to
defend sign language and Deaf teachers, in the process facilitating the formation of collective Deaf
consciousness, identity and political organization.
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From reader reviews:

William Roger:

The book Signs of Resistance: American Deaf Cultural History, 1900 to World War II (History of Disability
(Hardcover)) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Signs of Resistance: American Deaf Cultural History,
1900 to World War II (History of Disability (Hardcover))? Several of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book Signs of Resistance: American Deaf Cultural History, 1900 to World War II (History
of Disability (Hardcover)) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can seem the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Lisa Knight:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Signs of Resistance: American Deaf
Cultural History, 1900 to World War II (History of Disability (Hardcover)) is our recommendation so you
keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Daniel Bailey:

This Signs of Resistance: American Deaf Cultural History, 1900 to World War II (History of Disability
(Hardcover)) are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Signs of
Resistance: American Deaf Cultural History, 1900 to World War II (History of Disability (Hardcover)) can
be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food
but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy,
you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside
that this Signs of Resistance: American Deaf Cultural History, 1900 to World War II (History of Disability
(Hardcover)) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo
of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Steven Craig:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Signs of Resistance: American Deaf Cultural
History, 1900 to World War II (History of Disability (Hardcover)) can be the response, oh how comes? It's a
book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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