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Rhetorical theory, the core of Roman education, taught rules of public speaking that are still influential
today. But Roman rhetoric has long been regarded as having little important to say about political ideas. The
State of Speech presents a forceful challenge to this view. The first book to read Roman rhetorical writing as
a mode of political thought, it focuses on Rome's greatest practitioner and theorist of public speech, Cicero.
Through new readings of his dialogues and treatises, Joy Connolly shows how Cicero's treatment of the
Greek rhetorical tradition's central questions is shaped by his ideal of the republic and the citizen. Rhetoric,
Connolly argues, sheds new light on Cicero's deepest political preoccupations: the formation of individual
and communal identity, the communicative role of the body, and the "unmanly" aspects of politics,
especially civility and compromise.

Transcending traditional lines between rhetorical and political theory, The State of Speech is a major
contribution to the current debate over the role of public speech in Roman politics. Instead of a conventional,
top-down model of power, it sketches a dynamic model of authority and consent enacted through oratorical
performance and examines how oratory modeled an ethics of citizenship for the masses as well as the elite. It
explains how imperial Roman rhetoricians reshaped Cicero's ideal republican citizen to meet the new
political conditions of autocracy, and defends Ciceronian thought as a resource for contemporary democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Juan Reynolds:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The State of Speech: Rhetoric and Political Thought in Ancient
Rome book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you.
The writer involving The State of Speech: Rhetoric and Political Thought in Ancient Rome content conveys
the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it
just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The State of Speech: Rhetoric and Political
Thought in Ancient Rome is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Melissa Sands:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The The State of Speech: Rhetoric and Political Thought in Ancient Rome provide
you with a new experience in reading a book.

Cynthia Campbell:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This e-book The State of Speech: Rhetoric and Political Thought in Ancient Rome
was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you
can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Marjorie Thompson:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. Within
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying
to find the The State of Speech: Rhetoric and Political Thought in Ancient Rome when you essential it?
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