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This six-volume "portrait of a Mediterranean personality” is a composite portrait of the individuals who
wrote the personal letters, contracts, and all other manuscript fragments that found their way into the Cairo
Geniza. Most of the fragments from the Geniza, a storeroom for discarded writings that could not be thrown
away because they might contain the name of God, had been removed to Cambridge University Library and
other libraries around the world. Professor Goitein devoted the last thirty years of hislong and productive
life to their study, deciphering the language of the documents and organizing what he called a "marvelous
treasure trove of manuscripts" into a coherent, fascinating picture of the society that created them.

Itisarich, panoramic view of how people lived, traveled, worshiped, and conducted their economic and
social affairs. Thefirst and second volumes describe the economic foundations of the society and the
ingtitutions and social and political structures that characterized the community. The remaining material,
intended for a single volume describing the particulars of the way people lived, blossomed into three
volumes, devoted respectively to the family, daily life, and the individual. The divisions are arbitrary but
helpful because of the wealth of information. The author refers throughout to other passagesin his
monumental work that amplify what is discussed in any particular section. The result is an incomparably
clear and immediate impression of how it was in the Mediterranean world of the tenth through the thirteenth
century.

Volume Il, subtitled The Community, explores the nature of medieval religious demacracy, including

discussion of the community, social services, local government, worship, education, interfaith relations,
relations between religion and the state, and the relations between the communities and the state.
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From reader reviews:
Whitney Martinez:

The guide with title A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in
the Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Val. II: The Community (Near Eastern Center, UCLA) has alot of
information that you can discover it. Y ou can get alot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist
new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point.
That isimportant to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within
new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

Sharon Hite:

A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in the Documents of the
Cairo Geniza, Vol. II: The Community (Near Eastern Center, UCLA) can be one of your beginner books that
are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing A
Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in the Documents of the
Cairo Geniza, Val. II: The Community (Near Eastern Center, UCLA) athough doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it.
This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Tom Tucker:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the
Arab World as Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Vol. 1I: The Community (Near Eastern
Center, UCLA) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading 6th
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Vivian Regan:

Y ou can spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish
Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Vol. Il: The
Community (Near Eastern Center, UCLA) is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the



particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your smart phone.
And so there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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