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What does it mean when we say someone is cool? This luminous collection of portraits and film stills sheds
new light on the term, its origins, and its evolution--with some surprising and provocative results. The term
"cool" has become such a part of America's modern lexicon that it seems to have lost its meaning. This
stellar collection of photographs from the National Portrait Gallery and from prominent artists, museums,
and archives nationwide would argue otherwise. The idea of cool is not only older than we think--it's also
constantly changing, aided by the mediums of portraiture and film. Readers will find unexpected and familiar
faces here: Walt Whitman, Frederick Douglass, and Georgia O'Keeffe, as well as James Dean, Bob Dylan,
and Chrissie Hynde. In perceptive essays, Joel Dinerstein investigates the evolution of cool from the 1930s
to the present while Frank Goodyear explores how the mediums of film and photography have helped define
the term. An extensive selection of one hundred chronologically arranged portraits, with biographical
information about each subject, profiles major eras and movements of the past decades, each with its own
brand of coolness. Exploring cultural icons, this volume encourages readers to find new meaning and depth
in the idea of American cool.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Holmes:

The book American Cool can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly
why must we leave the good thing like a book American Cool? Some of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible
to share all of these. Book American Cool has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function
for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Sheri Furlong:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take American Cool as your daily resource information.

John Sorrells:

The guide untitled American Cool is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of
the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained their ideas
are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of
American Cool from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Keely Charles:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this American Cool can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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