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Arareart history classic that The New York Times calls a “ delightful, scholarly and gossipy romp through
the character and conduct of artists from antiquity to the French Revolution.”

Born Under Saturnisaclassic work of scholarship written with alight and winning touch. Margot and
Rudolf Wittkower explore the history of the familiar ideathat artistic inspiration is aform of madness, a
madness directly expressed in artists’ unhappy and eccentric lives. This idea of the alienated artist, the
Wittkowers demonstrate, comes into its own in the Renaissance, as part of the new bid by visual artiststo
distinguish themselves from craftsmen, with whom they were then lumped together. Where the skilled
artisan had worked under the sign of light-fingered Mercury, the ambitious artist identified himself with the
mysterious and brooding Saturn. Alienation, in effect, was a rung by which artists sought to climb the social
ladder.

Asto the reputed madness of artists—well, some have been as mad as hatters, some as tough-minded as the
shrewdest businessmen, and many others wildly and willfully eccentric but hardly crazy. What is certainis
that no book presents such a splendid compendium of information about artists' lives, from the early
Renaissance to the beginning of the Romantic era, as Born Under Saturn. The Wittkowers have read
everything and have countless anecdotes to relate: about artists famous and infamous; about suicide,
celibacy, wantonness, weird hobbies, and whatnot. These make Born Under Saturn a comprehensive, quirky,
and endlessly diverting resource for students of history and lovers of the arts.

“This book is fascinating to read because of the abundant quotations which bring to life so many remarkable
individuals.” —The New Y ork Review of Books
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From reader reviews:
Dennis Thor pe:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Born Under Saturn: The Character and Conduct of Artists:
Documented History from Antiquity to the French Revolution. Y ou can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book Born Under Saturn: The Character and
Conduct of Artists: Documented History from Antiquity to the French Revolution. Y ou can add know-how
and of course you can around the world by just abook. Absolutely right, since from book you can know
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open abook or perhaps searching by internet gadget.
Itis called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

John Folsom:

This book untitled Born Under Saturn; The Character and Conduct of Artists: Documented History from
Antiquity to the French Revolution to be one of several booksin which best seller in this year, that's because
when you read this e-book you can get alot of benefit onit. You will easily to buy this book in the book
retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your
reguirements to past this publication from your list.

Joyce Morgan:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Born Under Saturn: The Character
and Conduct of Artists: Documented History from Antiquity to the French Revolution reserve written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read
the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Born Under Saturn: The Character and Conduct of
Artists: Documented History from Antiquity to the French Revolution as good book not simply by the cover
but also by content. Thisis one book that can break don't evaluate book by itsinclude, so do you till
needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Carol Ratliff:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This book Born Under Saturn: The Character and Conduct of Artists: Documented
History from Antiquity to the French Revolution wasfilled in relation to science. Spend your extratimeto
add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read aguide. In



the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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