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Rarely discussed in courses on ethics is the topic of excuses, but in McDowell's view, excuses offer the most
illuminating way to understand the true nature of ethical problems in the professions. He looks at excuses
that professionals give when accused of acting unethically, and asks, when are they valid and when not?
Problems of professional ethics are really problems of compliance, he argues, not ignorance of expectations.
The study of excuses can help us understand what these problems are and offer insights into ways to solve
them. Banks maintains too that our ethical expectations may need overhauling, given substantial changes that
have occurred in how professionals do their work today. They can be easily persuaded that what they are
doing is not unethical; it depends on the excuses they give themselves as well as others. Professionals know
what's expected of them, but social and economic pressures make compliance difficult. Professionals in all
fields, who struggle to be both successful and ethical, will find the book challenging, provocative, and yet
sympathetic and reassuring too. It will also be an important resource for graduate students in courses
exploring the relationship between business and ethics.

Excuses may be ways of avoiding professional responsibility, says McDowell, but they may also be the way
in which general ethical principles are adapted to particular contexts. They may also indicate that ethical
codes need to be reformulated to adapt to changes in how professional services are delivered. Specialization,
urbanization and the systematic breakdown in community relationships, the globalization of the economy,
system, and market pressures for success—for all these reasons, professionals today face problems much
different from those faced by their counterparts earlier in the century. Excuses also raise the problem of
whether any system of voluntary compliance, like professional ethics, can function when the decision on
whether an excuse is valid or invalid rests with the actor, who can rationalize almost any self-interested
action he or she might take. McDowell explores these issues and others in a fresh, readable style, with
numerous anecdotal examples, and with evidence from many sources that the crisis is real and demands
quick but lasting remedies.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Page:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Ethics and Excuses: The Crisis in Professional Responsibility.

Terrence Kimball:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just
their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Ethics and Excuses: The Crisis in
Professional Responsibility to read.

James Baker:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new info. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Ethics and Excuses: The Crisis in Professional Responsibility, it is possible to tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a reserve.

Annamarie Hernandez:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
book that need more time to be examine. Ethics and Excuses: The Crisis in Professional Responsibility can
be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.
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