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Exploring the cultural lives of African davesin the early colonial Portuguese world, with an emphasis on the
more than one million Central Africans who survived the journey to Brazil, James Sweet lifts acurtain on
their lives as Africans rather than as incipient Brazilians. Focusing first on the cultures of Central Africa
from which the slaves came--Ndembu, Imbangala, Kongo, and others--Sweet identifies specific cultural rites
and beliefsthat survived their transplantation to the African-Portuguese diaspora, arguing that they did not
give way to immediate creolization in the New World but remained distinctly African for sometime.

Slaves transferred many cultural practices from their homelands to Brazil, including kinship structures,
divination rituals, judicial ordeals, ritual burials, dietary restrictions, and secret societies. Sweet demonstrates
that the structures of many of these practices remained constant during this early period, although the
meanings of the rituals were often transformed as slaves coped with their new environment and status.
Religiousritualsin particular became potent forms of protest against the institution of davery and its
hardships. In addition, Sweet examines how certain African beliefs and customs challenged and ultimately
influenced Brazilian Catholicism.

Sweet's analysis sheds new light on African culture in Brazil's slave society while also enriching our
understanding of the complex process of creolization and cultural survival.
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From reader reviews:
David Wolverton:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't need do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Recreating Africa:
Culture, Kinship, and Religion in the African-Portuguese World, 1441-1770. All type of book can you see on
many sources. Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Vincent Newton:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be alife style. Thisreading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want sense happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Recreating
Africa: Culture, Kinship, and Religion in the African-Portuguese World, 1441-1770 iskind of e-book which
is giving the reader capricious experience.

Janna Lefevre;

The book Recreating Africa: Culture, Kinship, and Religion in the African-Portuguese World, 1441-1770
has alot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of gain. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This book
very easy to read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Ann Reiter:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Recreating Africac Culture, Kinship, and Religion in the African-Portuguese World, 1441-1770 your mind
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will
end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one application form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Recreating Africac Culture, Kinship,
and Religion in the African-Portuguese World, 1441-1770 giving you one more experience more than blown
away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you
arefinished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?
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