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Built around snatches of discussion overheard in a Beijing design studio, this book explores attitudes toward
architecture in China since the opening of the Treaty Portsin the 1840s. Central to the discussion are the
concepts of ti and yong, or "essence" and "form," Chinese characters that are used to define the proper
arrangement of what should be considered modern and essentially Chinese. Ti and yong have gone through
various transformations -- for example, from "Chinese learning for essential principles and Western learning
for practical application” to "socialist essence and cultural form" and an amost complete reversal to "modern
essence and Chinese form."The book opens with a discussion of cultural developmentsin Chinain response
to the forced opening to the West in the mid-nineteenth century, efforts to reform the Qing dynasty, and the
Nationalist and Communist regimes. It then considers the return of overseas-educated Chinese architects and
foreign influences on Chinese architecture, four architectural orientations toward tradition and modernity in
the 1920s and 1930s, and the controversy over the use of "big roofs" and other sinicizing aspects of Chinese
architecture in the 1950s. The book then moves to the hard economic conditions of the Great Leap Forward
and the Cultural Revolution, when architecture was almost abandoned, and the beginning of reform and
opening up to the outside world in the late 1970s and 1980s. Finally, it looks at the present socialist market
economy and Chinese architecture during the still incomplete process of modernization. It closeswith a
prognosis for the future.
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From reader reviews:
Joseph Woodr uff:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
today, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the ideafor a
whileisreading. Y ep, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Architectural Encounters
with Essence and Form in Modern China book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Robyn Pugh:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which isinside the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstabl e resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possihilities will not happen with you if you take Architectural Encounters with Essence and Form
in Modern China as the daily resource information.

GladysMyers:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Textbooks can aso inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their
story as well astheir experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authorsin thisworld always
try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of
them isthis Architectural Encounters with Essence and Form in Modern China.

Douglas Ander son:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Architectural Encounters with Essence and Form in Modern China provide you with a new experience in
examining a book.
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