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The expansion of executive powers amid the war on terrorism has brought the presidency to the center of
heated public debate. Now, in The American Presidency, presidential authority Charles O. Jones provides
invaluable background to the current controversy, in a compact, reliable guide to the office of the chief
executive.

This marvelously concise survey is packed with information about the presidency, some of it quite
surprising. We learn, for example, that the Founders adopted the word "president" over "governor" and other
alternatives because it suggested a light hand, as in one who presides, rather than rules. Indeed, the
Constitutional Convention first agreed to a weak chief executive elected by congress for one seven-year
term, later calling for independent election and separation of powers. Jones sheds much light on how
assertive leaders, such as Andrew Jackson, Theodore Roosevelt, and FDR enhanced the power of the
presidency, and illuminating how such factors as philosophy (Reagan's anti-Communist conservatism), the
legacy of previous presidencies (Jimmy Carter following Watergate), relations with Congress, and the impact
of outside events have all influenced presidential authority. He also explores the rise of federal power and the
dramatic expansion of federal agencies, showing how the president takes a direct hand in this vast
bureaucracy, and he examines the political process of selecting presidents, from the days of deadlocked
conventions to the rise of the primary after World War II.

"In 200 years," he writes, "the presidency had changed from that of a person--Washington followed by
Adams, then Jefferson--to a presidential enterprise with a cast of thousands." Jones explains how this
remarkable expansion has occurred and where it may lead in the future.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Santiago:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important for us. The book The American Presidency: A Very Short Introduction has
been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The publication The American Presidency: A Very Short Introduction is not only giving
you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can
spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book The
American Presidency: A Very Short Introduction. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read
some books.

William Powell:

The American Presidency: A Very Short Introduction can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All
of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing The American Presidency:
A Very Short Introduction although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Brenda Rodriguez:

The book untitled The American Presidency: A Very Short Introduction contain a lot of information on it.
The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so
do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author will
bring you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading
your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go
through.

Lawrence Caulfield:

This The American Presidency: A Very Short Introduction is completely new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper
you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading
this The American Presidency: A Very Short Introduction can be the light food to suit your needs because
the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication form make them
feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You



can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for
your better life and knowledge.
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